
 

 

Friday 10th March 2023 
 
Dear Families 

Hope you are well and keeping safe. We’ve had a busy week at the school and have had lots of nice things 
happening for students.  

 
Year 10 Work Experience 
On Monday 13th March 2023, Year 10 will start their work experience placements. We wish them all the best 
of luck and hope they have a great time. 
 
Whole School Standards 
This is just a reminder for parents, carers and students that students are expected to be of a smart and 
sensible appearance. Blazers must be worn and coats must be removed on entering the building and uniform 
should be worn appropriately i.e. shirts must be tucked in and collard buttoned with ties at an acceptable 
length.   
Jewellery is not to be worn, except for a single/pair of small gold or silver stud earrings and a watch. No other 
form of body piercing is allowed.  
No makeup may be worn and nail varnish, acrylic and false nails are not permitted.  
We do not allow students to wear trainers, hoodies and sportswear outside of PE lessons.   
Any students with inappropriate uniform will be placed in the reflection room or sent home to change. If 
you have any uncertainty about acceptable uniform or appearance, please contact the school for guidance. 
 
Punctuality  
The school day begins promptly at 8.35am and registration to school closes at 8.40am. Students who arrive 
after this time are considered to be late. Students who arrive after 8.40am will be supervised by a senior and 
pastoral member of staff on that day. They will continue to follow the standard curriculum for their year 
group. Parents and carers have been notified of this in letters as well as text messages, it is very important 
that your child arrives to school on time. Please make sure your child is on time to school – 8.40am. 
 

Yours faithfully 

         
Mr Edward Rakshi 
Head of School 



 

 
 

 
Friday 10th March 2023 
 
Dear Families 
 
Industrial Action Wednesday 15th March and 16th March 2023 

 
You may be aware from media coverage that teaching unions have declared strike action, which will take 
place on Wednesday 15th March and Thursday 16th March 2023. The strike is happening because of a 
national dispute between the unions and the Government over teachers’ pay conditions, and not because 
of any issues at our school. 
 
I’m sorry to inform you that Mulberry Academy Shoreditch will be closed to students in Year 7,8,9,10 and 
12 on Wednesday 15th March and Thursday 16th March 2023. We are asking you not to send your child 
into school on this day, if they are in Year 7,8,9,10 and 12. 
 
We have decided to prioritise Year 11 and 13 as they have public exams. Year 11 and 13 should come into 
school from 9am to 3pm and we will ensure face to face learning takes place. 
 
All other students should complete school work at home.  
 
I’m sorry that you have had to make alternative arrangements for your child at short notice, and that they 
will experience disruption to their education. I understand that this situation may be frustrating, and ask 
that all members of our school community continue to treat each other respect.  
 
Please contact the school if you need to with regard to this day or have any following questions on: 
parents@mulberryacademyshoreditch.org 

 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr Edward Rakshi 
Head of School 
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Drop Down Day
On Monday the school had a 
Drop Down Day. This was 
extremely well planned and led 
by Ms Miller who had organised a 
brilliant day delivering interactive 
session on careers, diversity in 
the work place, apprenticeships, 
skill strengths and The Charter. 

Sixth Form News
This week our year 13 students 
have been busy with the second 
week of their exams.  It is a been a 
very intense period with most 
students sitting at least two 
exams in each of their subjects.   
In year 12 news our Sixth Form 
Leadership Team have been 
working on the introduction of 
sixth form reading mentors.  The 
purpose of this will be to support 
students in lower year groups with 
their reading.  Their training will 
start next week, and we are 
hoping that this project will begin 
in time for the Easter Holidays.  A 
big thank you to Ms Larkin and Ms 
Kelly for supporting this venture.

Women Stepping into 
Business Trip
As part of the IWD celebrations, 
25 year 12 students went to this 
amazing event at the PWC offices 
in London.  Aimed at supporting 
female students to get into the 
business world, the hosts of the 
event talked about the 
programmes on offer for students 
who want to work for PWC.  
Students also completed tasks on 
networking and interview skills.  
They enjoyed being part of the 
day and were inspired by all of the 
women they met.

Year 12 School Council 
at Governors
It was really amazing to see and 
hear from the Year 12 student 
council this week. On Thursday 
we had our termly Governing 
Body meeting and Governors 
were able to meet with these 
students and hear what they are 
doing at the moment in their 
roles. 

Ski Trip
Thank you to Ms McRill for 
leading the Ski trip to Italy which 
returned on Thursday. Students 
who went had a fabulous time 
and loads of snow which is 
always a relief!! A brilliant time 
was had by all and for some 
students it was particularly 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
mulberry-academy-shoreditch-fundraiser

Donate at JustGivingDonate at JustGiving

The last year has been 
extremely difficult for our 
students. As we come out of 
lockdown and our school 
begins to return to normal, 
there is an urgent need to give 
all our students the 
opportunity, not just to return 
to the classroom, but to have 
fun, to experience a trip 
somewhere, to feel the freedom 
of the seaside or a camping trip 
and to enrich their lives and 
undo the mental and emotional 
damage that lockdown will 
have caused. If you feel 
passionate about helping us to 
do this for our young people 
aged 11-18 – please donate to 
our JustGiving page – no matter 
how little or how much – you 
will make a different to 
children’s lives and we will 
acknowledge this. Please visit:               

amazing as it was their first time 
skiing and for some their first 
time abroad. 

Thank you,
Mrs Ruth Holden,
Executive Principal

Mr Edward Rakshi,
Head of School 

International Women’s
Day - story inside
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This week our year 13 students 
have been busy with the second 
week of their exams.  It is a been a 
very intense period with most 
students sitting at least two 
exams in each of their subjects.   
In year 12 news our Sixth Form 
Leadership Team have been 
working on the introduction of 
sixth form reading mentors.  The 
purpose of this will be to support 
students in lower year groups with 
their reading.  Their training will 
start next week, and we are 
hoping that this project will begin 
in time for the Easter Holidays.  A 
big thank you to Ms Larkin and Ms 
Kelly for supporting this venture.

Women Stepping into 
Business Trip
As part of the IWD celebrations, 
25 year 12 students went to this 
amazing event at the PWC offices 
in London.  Aimed at supporting 
female students to get into the 
business world, the hosts of the 
event talked about the 
programmes on offer for students 
who want to work for PWC.  
Students also completed tasks on 
networking and interview skills.  
They enjoyed being part of the 
day and were inspired by all of the 
women they met.

On Wednesday 
8th March 2023, 
the School 
Council 
celebrated 
International 
Women’s Day 
with a series of 
activities and a 
fantastic 
presentation on 
inspirational 
women. 

A group of Year 7 girls were invited along 
to a celebration at St Hlida’s Community 
Centre. They joined in a philosophy session 
to think and discuss whether or not there 
should be an International Women’s Day 
and students articulated their thoughts and 
ideas eloquently. There was also a talk 
from a local women’s group about identity 
and a lovely dance performance. 

The lunchtime activity involved pupils 
winning fun prizes if they could guess 
just one of the inspirational women on 
our board – prizes included mini lamps, 
shopping vouchers, notebooks, LCD 
writing tablets, puzzles, pens and 
stamps. The stall was very busy and we 
raised a respectable £33 in aid of a 
charity called ActionAid which works 
with women and girls around the 
world! We are also running a writing 
competition which ends on Monday 
13th March 2023 where pupils are being 
encouraged to write a poem or short 
story on the theme of ‘Woman’. There 
are four £10 Amazon vouchers up for 
grabs and a copy of Elena Favilli’s 
‘Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 
Tales of Extraordinary Women’, so 
whether you’re a budding writer or not 
– get writing! Entries can be handed 
into Ms Tarannum at the English office. 

Inspirational Woman 
Spotlight – Rokeya 
Sakhawat Hossain
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain was
a social reformer and a pioneer
in women’s education in what is 
now known as Bangladesh during 
colonial rule. She is credited with 
writing one of the earliest science 
fiction stories written by a woman, 
‘Sultana’s Dream’, which anticipates 
modern technology such as solar 
power and widespread use of 
electricity. Identifying lack of 
education as one of the shackles 
placed upon women at the time, 
Hossain established a girls’ school in 
1911 and went from door to door 
asking families to send their 
daughters to school. Today, Hossain 
is regarded as a celebrated author, 
social worker and educator, and is 
commemorated through Rokeya 
Day in Bangladesh.



photosynthesis 
can be 
maximized by 
examining the 
limiting factors. 
Our students 
were able to solve these 
problems - can you?
What is the smallest 3 digit 
palindrome that is divisible by 18? 
What method did you use - could 
you find the smallest 6 digit 
palindrome?
An emirp is a prime number that 
is a different prime backwards, 
e.g. 17, 13. What are all of the 
emrips less than 100? What 
method did you use - could you 
find all of them less than 1000?

Art and photography online

We were very fortunate to have Dr 
Ayesha Hussain in to talk to our STEM 
students. Dr Hussain is a mathematical 
climate modeller at the University of 
Exeter and the Met Office, having 
finished her PhD last year at the 
University of Bristol. After explaining 
her academic career to the students, 
the lecture was split into two parts. The 
first focused on problems in Number 
Theory, a branch of pure mathematics, 
that Ayesha worked on during her PhD. 
Students were asked to 'think link a 
mathematician' to solve university level 
maths questions (see below). The 
second focused on applied 
mathematics, namely climate modelling 
that Ayesha is now working on. Here, 
students considered how 

On Wednesday, 
the Science 
Department 
celebrated 
women in 
Science as part of 
International 
Women's Day 
2023. All 8 labs 
were renamed 
after different 
women who have 
made an impact 
on the scientific 
community.

Students enjoyed 
getting to learn a 
little bit more 
about women in 
STEM.

Clockwise:
Maryam 
Osman, 
Courtney Lee 
Murphy, Milana 
Cerniseva, 
Rumaysa Khan, 
Iqra Bintashraf, 
Zaynab Ali 
Sultana  

An online exhibition featuring these students’ lovely work
will be available to view soon. Look out for further details.

Year 12 students were exploring 
slab building techniques in ceramics
during their lesson on Thursday
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Did you manage to solve the maths problem this week?

The Pythagoras Patisseries sells triangular cakes at 
39p each and square buns at 23p each. For her party, 
Helen spent exactly £5.12 on an assortment of these 
cakes and buns. 

How many items in total did she buy?

Well done to this week’s Problem of the Week
winners, Akram Hussain, 7E and Aidhyn Nayak, 7E

Graduation Event ‘23 

The next session for Year 9 DTP/ACWY vaccinations 
will take place on Tuesday 2nd May 2023

Please can you go on the link and complete the 
consent form for your child. If you do not consent 

can you please still complete the form
https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/dtp/2021/

towerhamlets  

ANSWER: 16 items

We are looking for original art pieces made using your 
own photographs or created from observation.
If you would like to know more, please see Miss King, 
Miss Gullick or Miss Kilmanaite.
Deadline 28th of March.

On Friday afternoon our 2nd cohort of STEM Academy 
scholars attended a fantastic graduation ceremony at 
Mulberry UTC where they received certificates, awards 
and goody bags. There were messages from Sir Lewis 
Hamilton and Toto Wolff and awards were presented by 
Paul Mills and his team from Mercedes Grand Prix. 
Parents came along too and we were all so proud to see 
them awarded for their hard work over the year. 

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/dtp/2021/towerhamlets

