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I joined the School Council to 
increase my confidence, expand my 
skills, improve myself as a person 
and be of as much use to the school 
as possible. I also have some ideas 
on how we can make our school even 
better, and I feel that I’m confident in 
expressing these ideas.  

During our first School Council 
meeting, we introduced ourselves 
and decided our roles: Chair, Vice-
Chair, Secretary and Public Liaison 
Officer. I decided to become a Public 
Liaisons Officer! After establishing 
roles, we brainstormed ideas on how 
we can further improve our school. 
The meeting was definitely useful in 

I became a prefect 
because I wanted 
to become more 
confident in myself 
and to have my voice 
and opinions heard. As well as this, I 
have ideas for our school but I was too 
shy before to voice them. However, 
being a Lead Prefect now has made 
me more assertive and given me the 
push I needed to speak out. Also, I 
wanted to make my CV look good and 
being a Lead Prefect has given me 
this opportunity by showing I have the 
ability to take on certain roles. It has 
also allowed me to gain skills such as 
leadership, responsibility and critical 
thinking which I can utilise both in 
and out of school. In addition to all 
this, I became a prefect to help other 
students and be able to guide them. 

So far as prefects we have 
accomplished a lot considering it’s 
only been a half-term! First of all, 
every prefect has lunch duties. This is 

when we help teachers out by making 
sure the younger years are safe and 
getting their lunch. To ensure this we 
have prefects in designated areas and 
have lead prefects check in on every 
prefect to make sure they are doing 
their job. Each prefect is given a day so 
it is manageable alongside our studies 
and leisure time. By having prefect 
duties, students get to see friendly 
faces, and their peers in positions of 
responsibility which gives younger 
year groups something to aspire to. 
Furthermore, prefects are there to 
make sure no pupil is lonely or left 
out and they allow everyone to enjoy 
themselves while also staying safe.

Moreover, as prefects some of us 
are part of ‘Rise and Read’ with Ms 
Lynch in the library. This is where 
we work with younger years to 
help them read and become more 
confident in themselves to be able 
to read aloud. In addition to this, the 
programme benefits pupils as it can 
be comforting and reassuring to 
them. Also, if the children are reading 
on a one-to-one basis with someone, 
any mistakes can be easily spotted 
and can help pupils improve without 
them feeling the pressure of a 
classroom environment. Reading also 
builds self-esteem, vocabulary and 
feeds their imagination.

As prefects we will be joining the 
Digital Leaders Programme to 
educate students about how to 
stay safe on the internet. On top of 
that the programme can be used to 
help teachers keep their students 
safe. I feel that this is a really big 
responsibility as the internet plays 
a huge role in pupils’ mental and 
physical wellbeing. 

By Halima Rahman

Prefects

helping all members gain confidence, 
voice our opinions and feeling 
comfortable with one another. We 

managed to generate a great deal of 
ideas that we plan to put to use. 

Less than a week after our first 
meeting, we scheduled a meeting 
with our Headteacher, Mr Rakshi. 
We wanted to put forward some of 
our ideas and explain how and why 
they would work. It was an incredibly 
productive meeting, and we left 
feeling very proud of ourselves as we 
felt that the meeting was a success. 
Mr Rakshi made us feel acknowledged 
and, as a committee, we now feel 
confident to represent the student 
body the way they deserve to be 
represented. 

By Zakiyah Zareen Year 9



LGBTQIA+at MASTRAFALGAR

TOWER
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Inter-House Dodgeball
Many stayed back after school to 
either support their friends or to take 
part. The tournament was tense, 
everyone tried their hardest but in the 
end, only one team could win.

While Barbican took the prize, I still 
enjoyed myself as a member of 
the Tower team. I loved going up 
against my friends in other houses 
and being really competitive against 
people in the years above me. Many 
people joined the competition to 
show off their skills to others or to 
gain more experience in the sporting 
environment. Students who stayed 

back to support were just as useful 
as the players -  I know for sure my 
team were encouraged by our friends 
cheering and shouting our names from 
the gallery. This event was incredibly 
beneficial to the players: it helped 
with confidence, competitiveness 
and developing a winning attitude. 
Many teams were knocked out, but 
that didn’t stop them. Teams who 
were knocked out showed good 
sportsmanship by supporting other 
teams who were still playing. Many 
people demonstrated kindness 
by buying food and drinks for their 

Last term our school held its very own dodgeball tournament in the sports hall. 

Every Thursday at 1pm 
in the Drama Studio, Ms 
Milton (Head of Trafalgar) 
runs a LGBTQIA+ club, 
which stands for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Queer, Intersex and Asexual. 
The plus sign (+) acknowledges the 
many other ways individuals have 
chosen to self-identify.  
I attend this club as I feel it is important 
to respect all individuals, as we are all 
entitled to be who we are and do what 
we love. What I love about this club is 
that you do not have to be a part of the 
LGBTQIA+ community to join – you can 
be an ally or simply be searching for a 
safe space to be yourself. To be an ally 
means to stand up for and support the 
LGBTQIA+ community, even if the ally 
does not identify as being a member of 
the community. 
At the club, we have quizzes such as 

‘Guess the Flag’ or watch documenta-
ries. We also make sure that all pupils 
around the school are aware of the 
club, so they can attend if they wish. 
As part of this effort, we are holding a 
‘Rainbow Stall’ at the Winter Fair, where 
visitors can buy a slice of rainbow cake 
or a rainbow flag!
The LGBTQIA+ is such an important 
part of our school. It can be pivotal in 
contributing to the mental wellbeing of 
members of the LGBTQIA+ community 

as they may not be able to express 
themselves at home. Personally, I 
have had such a fun experience as a 
member: we eat food, play music, play 
games, laugh, and just have fun. I wish 
it took place every day. 

By Maggie Cunningham 7B

friends. Also, many pupils with sports 
experience joined the tournament. 
Some may say that this was an unfair 
advantage, however, I think this was 
just a way for students to express 
themselves in a different way other 
than the classroom. 

Overall, the dodgeball tournament 
was a huge success, all the while 
teaching all of us to show kindness. 
Not to mention the prize for teams 
who participated and the team that 
won. These include house points 
which will go towards house trips/
rewards!  By Oliviyah Antwi Year 8



A week in the Lakes THAMES
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TATE

I became a Tate Sports 
Captain because I enjoy 
playing basketball and 
football. I feel as if I’m really good 

at both, and I would therefore be able 
to advise my peers on how to play 
these sports and how to get better at 
playing them. Furthermore, I would like 
to involve more Tate students in sports. 
One of my responsibilities include 
sticking up posters around the school 
for Winter Fair, which was exciting as I 

know I helped contribute to bringing 
in lots of students to the Winter Fair. 
As a Sports Captain, I have also been 
able to develop my public speaking 
skills by speaking in assemblies about 
upcoming events. 

As a Sports Captain, I am looking 
forward to supporting at sports events 
at school and encouraging others to 
come along to these sports events. 
This also means that I can play a 
role in improving the team work and 
collaboration skills within Tate. 

By Abdalrahman Gamal  Year 8

team lost. However, even after my 
team lost I did not leave and, instead, 
helped the House Team by: catching 
people out when they were trying 
to cheat, telling people when they 
were out and sorting out the balls and 
cones after each game. 

During the Winter Fair, I was able 
to take part in lots of activities like 
playing Mario and I ate delicious 
foods like wedges, samosas and hot 
chocolate. 

All in all, I hope I can do more stuff for 

When I visited the Lake District in 
October, I climbed rocks, swam in a 
lake, went treasure hunting, roasted 
marshmallows and went camping 
(which wasn’t as bad as people said 
it was). It was an opportunity for me 
to gain invaluable experience in the 
wilderness!

During the Dodgeball Tournament, 
I helped eliminate a lot of the 
individuals in the opposite team by 
catching the ball but, ultimately, my 

As part of my role in Thames, I have been able to: visit the 
Lake District; help promote the Winter Fair and I have taken 
part in the Dodgeball Tournament.

Thames in the future because it would 
be beneficial for me and it would help 
both my teachers and my peers. 

By Anas Ojoye 

Taking the Lead 
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GLOBE House Masterchef

Making a Change

I became a Community Leader 
for Globe because I wanted 
to help others around me 
and give my support to the 
community. 
During my role at the MAS Master Chef 
competition, I helped and supported 
my team - teaching them about 
cooking and giving them my advice 
about how to do certain tasks in their 
area such as: cleaning the meat, 
always washing your hands, keeping 
your space clean and tidy at all times, 
how to stay calm under pressure, and 
to have confidence in what you do.

My House’s team was originally 
supposed to make barbeque chicken, 
unfortunately though, all the baking 
trays were gone so we had to think 
quickly about what else we could 
make instead that doesn’t take a lot of 
time to cook, so Ms. James suggested 
that we make stew chicken as a 
substitute. I didn’t entirely know how to 
make stew chicken as I haven’t learnt 
the recipe yet, but Ms. James told us 
what we will need. Also, everyone 
started to make fried dumplings 
and my team wanted to as well so I 

As a recent House Leader and As a recent House Leader and 
Fundraising Captain, I am able Fundraising Captain, I am able 
to express my generosity to to express my generosity to 
others in a number of ways. others in a number of ways. 
It is also so enjoyable to be able 
to fundraise with others for certain 
causes or events. This winter I have 
been encouraging and collecting food 
items and household essentials for the 
local food bank. One of the reasons 
why we do this is because Christmas is 
a tough time for others. Unfortunately, 
some people cannot afford food or 
to turn on their heating to keep them 
and their families warm. This means 
that even if you only bring in a couple 
of tins or tissue it still can help out a 
family. 

There are plenty of ways that you can 
make a change. For example, you 
can bring in things such as shampoo 
and nappies. However, there are 
some rules: you can only bring non-

thought, to add more originality than 
everyone else, that we should make 
festival dumplings. They are normal 
fried dumplings but with more of a 
sweet taste to it, so I gave my team the 
recipe to make these and add to our 
dish. Even though we didn’t win I was 
still relieved as we had managed to 
have a completed dish!

I really enjoyed my time at Master 
Chef. This was a memory I would never 
forget as I got to: chat with my peers; 
get to know other students in my 
house; talk to other teachers including 
Heads of Houses, and I got the chance 
to laugh with others all the while doing 
the things I love and would do in my 
free time. This was a great experience 
and I hope that Master Chef will 

BARBICAN

perishable food like canned food or 
peanut butter, and you cannot bring 
in homemade food. Foods that do 
not stick to these guidelines can rot 
easily, and are therefore not helpful to 
individuals who desperately require 
food. 

Once your donations reach the food 
bank, volunteers will sort them into 
different bags: ‘M’ for meat, ‘F’ for food 
and ‘V’ for vegetarian. People will 
then collect them to enjoy with their 
families.

I really like doing this job as it is really 
rewarding to know that I’m helping my 
community and it is a great feeling to 
see others donating. I think everybody 
should put an effort in to help families 
have a great Christmas. After all, 
this season is not all about receiving 
presents, it is also about helping out 
and seeing the joy in others. 

By Shayla Gardner Year 7

continue to be a source of joy for 
students like myself in future years. 

By Tonniann Daly Year 10

Debate Mate
As a member of Debate Mate, I have 
been able to play lots of fun games, 
improve my memory, expand my 
vocabulary and become a more 
confident speaker. It is an enjoyable 
space for us to share our opinions and 
ideas, while getting to know different 
pupils from across the school. We 
are also guided by our mentors from 
Debate Mate. Our mentors have made 
us feel so comfortable, and we really 
feel like we can be ourselves. They 
even bring snacks in case we get 
peckish during the session!

One game that I have really enjoyed 
as part of Debate Mate is called 
‘Mama-Moo’. The rules of the game are 
very simple: you cannot talk or even 
whisper but you can say ‘mama-moo’ 
and use actions for other people to 
understand what you are trying to 
imply. This game makes me laugh a 
lot because you have to exaggerate 
your actions a lot to get someone to 
understand you.

Due to Debate Mate, I have made 
some great memories with my friends 
after school. I would definitely advise 
you to come and have some fun. Who 
knows? You might get to learn new 
things while you are at it. For example, 
you can learn how to respectfully 
disagree with someone while sharing 
your views. By Zakariya Jama


