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I immediately signed up, and attended 
these sessions with my friends. I 
really enjoyed engaging with new 
people throughout the sessions, and 
the Debate Club was one of the best 

ways to get to know each other as we 
could freely be ourselves. One of my 
favourite debate activities is the hot-air 
balloon game, where we decide which 
profession gets to stay in the hot-air 
balloon; it was such a stimulating 
activity because we had a short period 
of time to think of ways to justify our 
‘profession’. A really interesting debate 
we had was on the rise of living costs in 
the UK, where all of us learned snippets 
of useful information about a real-world 
issue that is affecting everyone. Debate 
Club is so appealing because there is 
no right or wrong answer, everyone can 
express themselves without inhibition. I 
certainly learned to be more confident 
and a better communicator through it. 

In June, Ms Kilmanaite held 
a series of art workshops 
with pupils from both 
William Davies and 
Chisenhale Primary School. 
While supporting with these 
workshops, Prefects took away many 
skills and life lessons; everything 
was so fascinating and amazing to 
these younger pupils, which was 
quite funny. It has been so long since 
Prefects had interacted with pupils 
of primary school age, that we didn’t 
realise how fun it would be to take 
on this almost-caretaking role! It 
even made one of our fellow Prefects 
consider teaching as a future career. 
Having this high level of responsibility 
was daunting, but it was also really 

rewarding as it made us realise how 
capable we are. We also found that 
we had the same silly humour, so we 
definitely felt like we bonded with the 
young people we worked with. When 
pupils needed help with certain tasks 
(like cutting cardboard), we felt it was 

a gateway into having a conversation 
and getting to know the students. We 
also felt a bit like a teacher because 
we had to learn how to strike a 
balance between being likeable and 
firmly putting our foot down!

Primary Art Club by Diana Lita 10C and Mahek Yasmin 10B

When Debate Mate ended for this academic year, MAS 
launched its own Debate Club to cater to its growing debate 
champions. 
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Trailfam Trip to Snowdonia
To start, we left the school at 7am 
and endured an incredible 6-hour 
drive! When we set up our tents at 
the campsite, we indulged in some 
well-deserved hot chocolate and a 
really competitive game called ‘Cub’ 
(Sabrina was lucky enough to win 
every time). The next day, we got 
halfway up the biggest mountain in 
Wales, Snowdonia, which felt like 
such an achievement – and it was 
also a scenic place in which we could 
take pictures and videos. There were 
other memorable moments too, like 
when we dipped into the lake near our 
campsite! Can you imagine doing that 
in London? We also got happily lost in 
the forest when we accidentally took 
the wrong path. We recall walking 
down this strange path and the 

leaves being so tall that it was pitch 
dark! We had to go through a spooky 
tunnel in the process, which only 
added to the excitement. There was 
also a frightening moment when we 
encountered three cows and a bull; we 
had to power walk before they could 
discover that we were there. To add, 
we all helped at the aid station during 
the 100 metre race up Snowdonia 

The Ultratrail trip to Snowdonia was an excellent experience that I would definitely 
recommend. It was an exhilarating experience to say the least.

During the Inter-House 
Football Tournament, I 
played as a representative 
of Trafalgar. It was an incredibly 
challenging game as the teams we 
played against were really good. 
The most challenging part of the 
competition was in the last two rounds 
because the best teams played 
against each other – which, of course, 
included Trafalgar! My team was able 
to reach the finals as we beat Tate 1-0, 
but our final match against Barbican 
was incredibly difficult owing to their 
brilliant players: my friend Suhan in 
the Barbican team saved lots of goals, 
while Noba in Year 8 was very tough 
to beat. It also did not help that one 

of our players scored our own goal! 
The best part of the tournament was 
undoubtedly my team because of the 
chemistry; in football, chemistry and 
teamwork is paramount and my team 
definitely reigned victorious in that 
aspect! 
By Abdulfatah Ali 7B

which was one of the most rewarding 
experiences. We were divided into 
two groups and filled up bottles with 
water and coke, which were handed 
out to runners. This trip was certainly 
an adventure, not least because we 
got to know our peers better and 
made some lifelong friends! The trip 
gave us all an opportunity to explore 
nature – it was nothing like the city. 
Although the bug bites were annoying 
we still think this was one of the best 
trips we’ve ever been on. If you ever 
get an opportunity to go as we did, we 
would 100% recommend that you go. 
Thank you, Mr Stokes and Ms Bracken 
for taking us!
By Lisbeth Guacho Araujo 7C and 
Sabrina Fergous 7E

Football Tournament
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TATE

Firstly, we used the tube really early 
in the morning so we got to see lots 
of people going into work – it was 
definitely a little bit stuffy due to 
the weather but we didn’t mind too 
much. Luckily, the next train we got 
on was air-conditioned and more 
spacious. Before getting onto the boat, 
I noticed that the area looked a lot 
like a boarding ramp before getting 
onto a plane – except there were 
wide windows which ushered in the 
sunlight. It looked brilliant.
The boat was huge; the ground floor 
was beautiful and airy, with tinted 
windows. While it was extremely hot 
on the deck, lots of us wanted to get 
to the upper section of the boat so 
we could view the landmarks in their 
entirety: the Houses of Parliament, 
Cleopatra’s Needle and Big Ben which 

On Friday 1st July, 200 Year 6 students 
came to visit Mulberry Academy 
Shoreditch. The pupils were looking 
forward to participating in a STEM 
session, music workshop, cookie 
decorating, poetry writing, producing 
3D butterflies and  a dodgeball 
tournament organised by the Heads 
of House, among other activities. It 
was great to see the Year 6 students 
working in their teams and getting to 
know each other and their teachers 
next year. 

One activity which stood out was the 
dodgeball tournament which was very 
exciting! All the Year 6 students were 

divided into 12 teams and they cheered 
each other on throughout the event. 
Everyone got very competitive and 
determined to win. In the end, after a 
very close call, it was the ‘Monarch 1’ 
team who won. After the competition, 
everyone enjoyed some well-deserved 
ice-cream and face paint. They all had 
a fantastic time!

A team of almost 20 Year 7 students 
supported the dodgeball competition 
and helped the Year 6 students find 
their way around. It was very important 
for Year 7 pupils like myself to do this 
because I remember how nervous and 
excited I was when I started secondary 
school. That is why it is essential that 
we make the incoming Year 7 cohort 

is so much more elegant (and gold!) 
than it appears on television. One 
of the best parts of being up on the 
boiling deck was having members of 
the public wave at us, and then being 
able to wave back at them!
It was really lovely being in the lounge 
of the lower part of the boat because 
we could all socialise, whereas we had 
to travel in groups of only ten on the 
tube. We got to witness everyone’s 
individual styles too as it was a non-
uniform trip, and some of the boys 
in our year group even decided to 

During our House trip to the 
River Thames, the journey 
to the boat was just as 
interesting as the boat ride 
itself. 

feel as welcome as possible.

The feedback from the event was very 
positive – the students had great fun! 
My sister, who took part in this event, 
said that she is looking forward to 
coming to the school next year as a 
pupil. 
By Keira Knight 7F

Transition Day

wear their cultural clothes which was 
wonderful! Additionally, while sitting 
with our friends, we were able to 
indulge in some snacks and drinks 
while watching the views; the tour 
guide was really helpful during this 
time and told us that there are 130 
species of fish in the Thames. We also 
saw Tower Bridge open up during our 
boat ride!
After we disembarked the boat, we ate 
lunch in Trafalgar Square where we 
saw other schools. There were a range 
of options in Trafalgar Square, which 
we made the most out of – I saw some 
Year 9s buy entire pizzas during our 
time there!
Ultimately, I had an amazing time 
during our House trip to the River 
Thames and I’m looking forward to 
visiting the Thames again soon!
By Adyan Ahmed, 9G
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GLOBE

Table Tennis Tournament 

Pride is a month-long 
celebration of LGBTQ+ 
identities that takes place 
during June. It commemorates 
the 1969 Stonewall Riots that changed 
queer+ rights for people all across the 
world. The reason people celebrate 
it is because it’s about acceptance, 
acknowledging the achievements 
of LGBTQ+ individuals and raising 
awareness of issues affecting the 
queer+ community. This year, Pride 
turns 50 years old! 

Our school has made sure to make 
each and every student feel accepted 
by using House form time to show 
informative PowerPoints, quizzes 
and news regarding the LGBTQ+ 
community throughout Pride month. It 
has also taught students to be better 
allies to the community and to help a 
friend who may be questioning their 
sexuality or gender identity.  

by Eleni Brooks 9C

When I won at the Table Tennis House 
Tournament, I felt fantastic because 
it was Barbican’s first sports win ever! 
The other competitors were great, and 
I commend them for attending and 
trying their best. I also have to thank 
the Heads of Houses for creating this 
great tournament and others that 
helped them. I hope that next year we 
can have an even greater turnout, and 
that this tournament helped spark an 
interest amongst MAS pupils in the 
brilliant game that is table tennis!

by John Zacharie Nemeno 10E 

BARBICAN

What flag is used as a symbol of 
gay pride all over the world?
1. Green flag
2. Blue and pink flag
3. Rainbow flag

In 1969, a series of demonstrations 
in New York, USA started after 
the police raided a bar where 
is was common for gay people 
to hang out. What were these 
demonstrations later called?
1. Station Riots
2. Railway Riots
3. Stonewall Riots

The first UK Pride festival, which 
celebrates the gay community and 
supports equal rights, took place 
where on 1 July 1972?
1. London
2. Birmingham
3. Liverpool

What year did the law change to 
allow gay and bisexual people to 
be in the armed forces?
1. 1952
2. 1997
3. 2000

Pride in our school


