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In the School Council, we are part 
of the Wellbeing and Enrichment 
committees, even though we 
have three committees altogether 
which also includes the Academic 
Committee. With our committees, 
we have all been discussing how to 
make the school more openly diverse 
and a better place for people to talk 
about their identities. For instance, 
the Enrichment Committee has been 
discussing how to involve more female 
pupils in our sports teams. 

During our training with Mariam 
Dawood (an elected councillor for 
Manor Park Council – she is one of the 
youngest elected councillors in the 
UK!) we completed some activities to 
test our leadership skills and to boost 
our confidence about our identities. 
We also made collages by drawing 
our favourite things and cutting 
out magazine pictures that we felt 
represented us well. We really enjoyed 
making our collages, because we 
could be ourselves by expressing our 
feelings and interests.  The collages 

also made us feel confident, brave 
and happy because it meant we were 
thinking about parts of our identities 
beyond skin colour and backgrounds.

We then created posters about 
diversity, equality, race and LGBTQ+ 
History Month, and explored why it is 
important to be aware of these topics 
at our school. While presenting our 
ideas about diversity to the rest of the 
School Council, we wanted to point 
out that everyone is unique in their 
own way and that we should celebrate 
differences. We wanted to point out 
that we should not be afraid to be 
ourselves, and that we should be able 
to embrace our various races and 
backgrounds. 

As part of our planning for our 
assembly on the theme of ‘Celebrating 
Diversity’ we have mind-mapped 
different ways to celebrate each 
other in our school community.  This 
has involved making a PowerPoint 
presentation on the subject and 
producing speeches on each slide. In 

order to be fully prepared, we have 
rehearsed as a group and discussed 
the best way to engage our audience. 

Ultimately, we feel that our 
participation in School Council and 
House assemblies has expanded our 
knowledge of diversity and efforts we 
can all make to promote inclusion.

By Zara Jannat Hussain, Amelia Ansar, 
Isra Farhan and Zaina Rahman, Year 7 

As part of the Debate Mate sessions 
we have been learning ways to 
debate formally, and learned about 
upcoming competitions. Recently, we 
have been preparing for the Debate 
Mate Cup which Mulberry Academy 
Shoreditch will be attending in-
person next month!

To prepare for the previous Debate 
Mate tournaments, we have been 
practising any pre-released motions 
in our spare time. We even created a 

students’ WhatsApp group to be fully 
prepared for the second Debate Mate 
competition, which definitely paid off 
because we won the first round against 
Sarah Bonnell Girls’ School! 

Even though the competitions have 
been online, I’m really excited for 
the upcoming Debate Mate Cup 
Final as it will be held in Goldsmiths 
University. The motion this time is 
about artificial intelligence, which is a 
really fascinating topic to debate. 

by Jacob Milne, Year 7

Dedicated Debaters
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Inter-House Basketball
The boys’ tournament was split into 
two ‘Conferences’; a conference 
is a collection of teams that play 
more against each other than they 
do against the other teams in their 
sport. Like the NBA there was an 
‘Eastern Conference’ and a ‘Western 
Conference’. In the Eastern Conference 
Trafalgar, Tate and Barbican battled 
each other with Tate coming out 
on top as Conference Champions. 
The Western Conference involved 
Globe, Tower and Thames. After two 
dominating displays, Thames came 
out on top as Conference Champions. 

The final was nail-bitingly intense! 
Thames performed superbly in a close 
match and were crowned the Boys’ 
Champions. The girls then took to the 
court for an all-star match between 
years 7 to 11: the intensity was high 
and the game was played in great 
spirit with the three houses from the 
Western Conference getting the win. 
Overall, it was a brilliant tournament 
and we cannot wait for next year’s one!

By Nadine Ben Mhamed, 
Year 11 (Tower)

This half term at MAS we were involved in the school’s first ever Inter-House Basketball 
Tournament and all six houses had teams of students from years 7 to 11!

Proud 2 Be was a workshop for pupils 
from years 7, 8 and 9 to produce poetry 
about our different cultures.

Each year group did it separately in the 
library. 

During our sessions, we received 
support from three external speakers 
and poets, as well as Ms Milton and Ms 
Earle, who helped us in the process 
of making our original poems. The 
first session was centred on getting to 
know one another; after completing 
icebreakers with Fusion Chloe and 
Chris (the ‘Proud 2 Be’ team who came 
into school) we began thinking about 
and composing our own poems. The 
second session was a rehearsal in 
which all participating year groups 
came together to perform our pieces 
and receive feedback on our pieces. 
During the Showcase everyone went 
into the main hall and practised with 
more feedback as well as incorporating 
actions and gestures. The parents and 
teachers took a seat before the ‘Proud 
2 Be’ team introduced themselves and 
played a fun game with the audience 

called Food Fight! Finally, we began 
the performance. At first we were 
nervous, but after we started, we were 
getting better and feeling confident. 
After applause from parents and 
teachers, we each received our own 
Proud 2 Be hoodies for participating in 
the workshop and event. Overall, this  
experience boosted our confidence 
and made us Proud 2 Be who we are. It 
was a great celebration of culture and 
diversity within our school.

Here’s my poem: 

I’m from Algeria,

And I know I’m not superior,

But that is who I am.

When you see me,

I hope you see,

More than just a loud girl,

I’m a proud girl,

And that’s who I always will be.

My roots are North African and 
that’s who I’m proud to be”

Sabrina Fergous, Year 7 (Trafalgar)
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While I enjoyed every part of the trip 
and I hope there will be more like it, 
the best activity was definitely rock-
climbing! I enjoyed rock-climbing best 
because when you reached the top 
there was an amazing view over Loch 
and down the valley. It felt like a real 
accomplishment because I am usually 
afraid of heights. In addition, there 
were three different routes of varying 
difficulties on the rock-climbing wall 
and I managed to complete all three! 
Throughout the outward-bound 
activities, I learned new skills such 
as teamwork, problem solving and 
communication because we had to 
help each other. 

One thing I enjoyed is the variety of 
activities we were able to participate 
in. Some were water-based activities, 
while others simply involved climbing! 

On Tuesday 15th March, MAS held 
our second House parents’ event 
(HouseCon2) to raise money for 
Ukrainian refugees and to celebrate 
the many heritages of our school. To 
celebrate these cultures, there were 
stalls selling different types of food and 
a set of thirty different flags on display, 
representing the diverse nationalities of 
the school. 

First, our school choir sang songs they 
had been practicing. Then, participants 
of the Proud2Be workshop shared 
their poems, exploring their identities 
and culture, followed by a raffle with 
£20 Amazon vouchers to be won. Six 

different House captains also delivered 
a speech, in which they talked about 
their House values and their Houses’ 
achievements over the past year. 

From selling clothes to chow mein, 
brownies to bracelets, the students 
of this school pulled together to raise 
as much money as possible. In total, 
HouseCon2 raised an impressive total 
of £510.15 for this worthy cause. In 
addition to this, HouseCon2 was also 
an amazing opportunity for the Student 
Leaders from the different Houses to 
work together towards a common goal. 
We definitely enjoyed the opportunity 
to come up with ideas for stalls, setting 
them up and having a great time with 
the families who attended the event.

On the trip I learned a lot of valuable 
lessons, mainly that you can use your 
time every day to learn something new 
while having fun.

By Zidan Yasar and Ibrahim Ali, 
Year 9 (Thames)

I really loved the Snowdonia 
trip we went on recently as I 
made new friends and many 
remarkable memories.

I would like to finish by thanking all 
those who helped (student leaders, 
teachers and Heads of House) - 
HouseCon2 would not have been 
possible without you!

By Greta Kilgarriff, Year 8 (Tate)
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GLOBE University (House) Challenge

House Assemblies

During the University 
Challenge on Friday 4th 
February 2022 there was a 
strong sense of competition 
and unity. 
We assembled the top performing 
students of each year in every house 
group. Mahdi, Purno, Bianca, Dylan, 
Zakaria, Arif and I made up the Globe 
team. Because of the last University 
Challenge, which we won, we were 
confident about this year, but were 
ready to be humbled (even though 
we were not). There were six rounds 
in the competition: Maths and 
Science; History and Sports; Arts and 
Entertainment; Literature; Languages 
and General Knowledge. We 
dominated the first round, Maths and 
Science, thanks to the extraordinary 
mind of Dylan. The performance 
across the houses was equal during 
the History and Sports round, 
because of the number of the football 
questions! Then along came the Arts 
and Entertainment round, easily my 
favourite. Again, we dominated this 
round, as most of the questions were 
on modern pop culture. However, 
I was quite shocked and offended 

As a House Vice Captain for 
Barbican, I have been given 
the opportunity to deliver 
House assemblies along with 
Victoria Selby Chopanova and 
Shakir Simmons. 
As a school, we think it is important 
for students to have a voice and 
believe that our assemblies are a 
great platform to model and share our 
views.

Over the past few weeks, we have 
created and delivered assemblies 
on worldwide issues and news such 
as the importance of International 
Women’s Day, following this year’s 
theme of coming together and 
#BreaktheBias. We have also been 
fortunate enough to present on the 
great rewards trip we went on to South 
Wales and the success of HouseCon 
which raised a massive £510.15 for 
charity. 

that nobody else knew Eminem’s 
real name! The Literature round was 
among one of the most challenging, 
and somehow we forgot that the 
highest selling book of all time was the 
Bible! Tower’s Nadim Islam ruled the 
languages round but, ultimately, this 
was futile because we won. Thames 
finally scored some points in round six 
in General Knowledge. To celebrate 
our immense victory by two correct 
questions, the Shloer was flowing and 
Dylan was doing laps of the library to 
communicate his excitement! We are 
certainly looking forward to University 
Challenge 2023!
Some of my favourite questions were:
• Of what is Seismology the study?
• (Earthquakes)
• Who was nicknamed ‘The Iron 

BARBICAN

I believe that student voice is at the 
heart of having the perfect balance 
in school, because it shows that our 
school cares about hearing everyone’s 

Lady’? M_______ Th_______ 
(Margaret Thatcher).

• Which video steaming service is 
set to put Netflix out of business? 
(Disney+).

• Which Formula 1 driver has won 
the most races in the history of the 
sport? (Lewis Hamilton).

• What is the first word in the English 
dictionary? (A).

• What is the official language in 
Brazil? (Portuguese). 

• According to dictionary entries, 
which language has the largest 
number of words (more than 
200,000 words)? Chinese, English or 
Spanish? (English).

• Guess these languages: C’est un 
langue (French) 

• What is the longest river in the 
world? (Nile) 

• Rearrange the letters to make an 
animal: LPAEHETN (Elephant)

• Rearrange the letters to make a city:
• AEOABRCLN (Barcelona)
• Which film series has the characters 

Hamm, Rex and Bo Peep? (Toy Story)
• Which country won the first ever 

football world cup? (Uraguay)

By Sulayman Meezan, Year 10 (Globe)

views and opinions, which allows us all 
to learn more every day.

By Rima Choudhury, Year 8 (Barbican)

 


